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The book is furnished with a short, classified bibliography and indexes of 
modern authors and editors, ancient authors and manuscripts cited as well as a 
general index. The bibliography contains valuable information, referring the 
reader to the most important works on New Testament textual criticism and the 
indexes are accurate. 

The book is well written and the subject is presented in a vivid style. It contains 
a lot of detail in a short space. Also the translation has been done well. The book 
has technically been well cared for and printing and spelling errors are very few. 
All in all, it is a book worth reading, even if only for the new and original ideas 
in it. As an introduction to the discipline, however, it will have limited value, due 
to the far-reaching consequences of the still unsubstantiated revolutionary 
hypotheses presented in it. 

J. H. PETZER 

G. A. KIRAZ, A Computer-Generated Concordance to the Syriac New Testament 
(Leiden: Brill, 1993), 4639 pp. in 6 volumes. Dfl. 1500. ($US 858) 

This marathon enterprise succeeds where earlier comparable efforts to produce 
a concordance to the Syriac New Testament have failed or fallen short of what 
Biblical scholarship now requires. What Dr. Kiraz has produced is a full concor
dance in which the key words are shown in their contexts, and in which all in
flected forms are set out under a root word in an organized sequence. He has been 
able to achieve his aims thanks to the SEDRA ( = Syriac Electronic Data Retrieval 
Archive) database that he, as a former computing engineer, was able to establish. 
The concordance which draws on that database is a beautifully legible, logically 
set out and handsome publication. "Beautiful" and "handsome" are not words 
that normally describe computer-generated material, but this is a noteworthy ex
ception. 

The concordance is spread over 6 large format volumes (12 * χ 8 Vi "). The text 
is that of the British and Foreign Bible Society's Syriac New Testament of 1920 
( = BFBS), which means that we have Pusey and Gwilliam's Peshitta for most of 
the Gospels (Luke 22:17-18 and the Pericope Adulterae are from Lee's edition of 
the previous century). Acts, James, I Peter, I John, Paul and Hebrews come from 
Gwilliam and Pinkerton's unpublished edition, supplemented by Hutter and 
Tremellius for Acts 8:37; 15:34; 28:29, which are not in the Peshitta canon. To 
cover other texts not in the Peshitta, BFBS used Gwynn (1909) for the minor 
Catholic epistles (these seem to be Philoxenian), and Gwynn (1897) for the 
Apocalypse, which again seems to be Philoxenian, except for Rev. 1:1-8 which 
is Harkiean. Kiraz wisely identifies references in his concordance that are not from 
the Peshitta as Ph or H, or puts the reference in square brackets. The or
thography, punctuation, vocalization and pointing of BFBS have been followed, 
but the western order of Biblical books has been adopted. Readers from the Syrian 
churches are alerted in a Syriac introduction to the fact that these policies have 
resulted in some differences from their customary practice. 

The fact that entries are grouped under the root word into grammatical sub
divisions (all explained at the head of each relevant lexical entry) means that one 
needs to scan the complete article to pick out all the references, but this is a small 
price to pay to have the "conjugation" and tense (of verbs), or the state, number 
and gender (of nouns) identified, as well as prefixed and suffixed forms. The sub
divisions are signalled by icons throughout the concordance, and these are all 
clearly explained in the introductory matter. 

Novum Testamentum XXXVI, 3 (1994), © E.J. Brill, Leiden 



292 BOOK R E V I E W S 

The concordance is arranged in alphabetical sequence, mainly in volumes 1-4, 
which covers all but the most common words, and proper names Those two 
categories are separate and are given in the first two appendixes that occur in 
volumes 5 and 6 Appendix 1 gives proper names in alphabetical sequence (adjec
tival forms derived from proper names occur in the body of the concordance), ap
pendix 2 includes most high frequency entries (e g relative and other pronouns, 
certain conjunctions, verb " t o b e " , particles) Words such as the copula ( " a n d " ) 
and " o r " , for which a printed concordance cannot do full justice, are available 
in electronic form The exhaustive computer version of this concordance may well 
be the form serious researchers will find the most useful it is available (according 
to the Preface) or will be available (according to the Introduction) from Alaph Beth 
Computer Systems in California 

Appendix 3 gives an Enghsh-Synac index which may prove a helpful point of 
entry for non-Synac speakers, although one is dependent on the English word 
chosen by the editor to render the basic Syriac entries in the concordance Appen
dix 4 gives an index of those Greek words that are loan words in the Syriac text 
(about 150 are listed) Appendix 5 repeats information available in the introduc
tion concerning the sequence adopted for words with variables The final appendix 
(6) is an alphabetical key which will assist those whose Syriac is rusty to locate 
forms that may appear out of alphabetical order because a particular root has been 
chosen as the key entry 

This care and attention for his readers means that D r Kiraz has succeeded in 
consciously avoiding Samuel Johnson's painful observation that every other 
author aspires to praise but " t h e lexicographer can only hope to escape reproach" 
T h e concordance maker is in the same boat as the dictionary maker Dr Kiraz 
and his database have succeeded, and deserve the praise of New Testament 
scholarship This concordance is not merely an achievement in itself, but a boost 
for on-going study Syriac Biblical scholarship can now advance, using a tool com
parable to that which those working on the Greek text have had available for 
generations The expertise and work of Sebastian Brock stands closely behind this 
work he too is richly deserving of the praise duly given by the editor in his 
acknowledgements 

T h e work was produced from camera-ready copy, which should have aided the 
overall accuracy of the publication However, the editor realises that readers may 
detect errors, and he has requested that he be notified of any corrigenda 

J Κ ELLIOTT 

M M I T C H E L L , Paul and the Rhetoric of Reconciliation, Hermeneutische Unter
suchungen zur Theologie, 28 (ed H D Betz et al),] C Β Mohr, Tubingen, 
1991 ISBN 3-16-145794-3 (Pnce 168 D M ) 

This study of I Corinthians derives from a doctoral thesis submitted to the 
University of Chicago Divinity School in 1989 It has been successfully recast and 
emerges as a very readable consideration of its theme, but with a wealth of careful 
evidence supplied m its very generous footnotes Most pages of the major argu
ment are usually mirrored, on the page, with at least an equivalent amount of foot
note cataloguing and developing previous literature on the theme The overall 
effect, therefore, is one of an immensely thorough piece of research, which never
theless retains a fluency and style that can be commended 

T h e m a m concern of the book is to consider I Corinthians along two closely 
related tracks, the first using 'Rhetorical Analysis' to identify the letter as an exer-
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